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FTER A BUMPY RIDE up a rocky
dirt road to Dark Cove Farm,
the only sounds are the
trickle of a small creek cascading down
the mountain and an autumn breeze
rustling tulip poplar leaves.

It's exactly why Jackie Palmer and
David Smith bought these 85 acres in
the Balsams more than 30 years ago

“We looked at about five or six places
around Jackson County We'd stand there
and listen, but wed still hear the
highway, so we kept searching,” says
David



“Other stuff —
the money, the
details, the rights-
ofway — it's all
really important.
But it won't come
together if you
don't have a heart
in the right
place.”
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